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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, applicant wishes to call the attention of 
the Examiner to the following references: 



U.S. Patent No. 



Patentee 



Issue Date 



4,836,671 
5,208,438 
5,539,990 
5,594,993 
5,604,987 
5,754,582 
6,005,719 
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et al. 



Chan, M.K. 
Inderberg, R. 
Le, M. 
Tager, R 
Cupp, J. 
Dong, D. 
Rando, J. 
Jan, D., et al 
Moretti, M. 
Pelletier, V. 
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5/4/1 993 
7/30/1996 
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2/25/1997 
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12/21/1999 
1 2/26/2000 
1 2/7/2002 
4/1 /2003 
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Copies of these references are submitted herewith along with form PTO-1 449. 
These references were discovered during the performance of a preliminary patentability search 
in the United States Patent Office by a registered patent attorney. 

Applicant submits that the above references taken alone 
or in combination neither anticipate nor render obvious the present invention. Consideration 
of the foregoing in relation to this application is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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ack C. Munro, Agent of Record 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, wtiether or not citation is in confoonanoe witti MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confomiance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant Apfriicant's unique citation designation numt)er (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of ttie reign of tt>e Emperor must precede the serial numt>er of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symt)ols as indicatBd on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a ctteck mark here if English language 
Translatkm is attactied. 

This collection of information is required t>y 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The infomnation is required to ot>tain or retain a benefit by the putilic which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an applicaton. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collectk)n is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fonn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, shouW be sent to the Chief Infomnation Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademari^ Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



tfyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2, 



